
 The Spotted Lanternfly is not native to the state of Pennsylvania, 

but it has been tracked to several counties in the southeastern part of the 

state.  Because of this the Spotted Lanternfly has been listed as an inva-

sive species.  It is native to areas of China, Bangladesh & Vietnam. 

 The Spotted Lanternfly can damage as many as 70 plant types or 

species, but prefers Tree of heaven.  The image below shows some of the 

stages of the Spotted Lanternfly.  When they lay their egg masses, each 

mass can have any where from 30-50 eggs.  Most times these masses are 

well hidden and are laid on many different objects.  The masses are cov-

ered in a waxy coating.  When the Spotted Lanternfly are on trees like Wil-

lows and Tree of Heaven, they can develop a weeping wound which can 

leave a grey or black trail along the trunk. 

 This Invasive species has the potential to affect the production of 

grapes, apples and peaches.  It also has the possibility of affecting the 

nursery and landscaping industry.  For more information on the Spotted 

Lanternfly, please visit https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly or 

http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/

Plants_Land_Water/

PlantIndustry/Entomology/

spotted_lanternfly/Pages/

default.aspx.  To report a 

spotted Lanternfly sighting 

call 1-866-253-7189 or e-mail 

Badbug@pa.gov. 
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YOU ARE INVITED!  

To the 3rd Annual  

Summer Conservation Farm Tour  

and Luncheon      

Where:  Marion Mennonite Church Fellowship Hall 

 (address: 4365 Molly Pitcher Hwy, Chambersburg, PA) 

      *Travel by bus to and from farm, lunch at the Fellowship Hall 

When: Wednesday, August 1st 

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., lunch provided 

Cost:   FREE, but pre-registration is required 

Please call Danae Forney at the Franklin County  

Conservation District at 717-264-5499 to register by July 25th 

Registration is at the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. We will 

then travel to the Conservation Farmer of the Year’s farm (Martin Farms) for 

a tour.    

You will learn about: 

 The installation and maintenance of Best Management Practices from a 

farmer’s perspective 

 Today’s soil erosion and manure management regulations 

 The latest update on DEP Farm Inspections 

 

Rain or 

 Shine 



 Poison Hemlock is aggressively spreading in many regions of Pennsylvania including south cen-

tral Pennsylvania.  Poison hemlock is toxic and can be fatal to humans, pets, and all classes of livestock. 

All parts of the plant are known to be poisonous, even after the plant has died.  You should review this 

invasive weed’s key identification features to avoid human exposure and livestock poisoning.  You should 

also consider making others who use your property aware of the increase of poison hemlock in the area.  

 Poison hemlock is typically seen along roadsides, fallow areas, fence rows, pastures, and creeks. 

Native to Europe, this weed is a biennial, completing its life cycle in two years. In its first year, it will 

produce a rosette of leaves close to the ground. In the second year, it will bolt; this means that it will 

send up a stem, producing more leaves, flowers, and many seeds. 

 Poison hemlock is closely related to wild carrot (also called Queen Anne’s lace). Poison hemlock 

has white flowers and lacy leaves similar to wild carrot. However, it is a larger plant, growing 4 to 6 feet 

tall when mature. The stems of poison hemlock have purple spots and are hollow and hairless. The 

whole plant has a musty smell, and the leaves produce a parsley-like odor when crushed. 

 Just as its name suggests, it is a poisonous plant. Touching this plant has caused skin irritation 

for some people. But it is also toxic if ingested by livestock and humans. It can take as little as 0.25 per-

cent and 0.5 percent of a horse and cow’s weight, respectively, to cause poisoning and severe damage to 

the nervous system. If too much is ingested, it can cause death. Therefore, it is important to eradicate 

this weed in areas where livestock could come into contact with it.  Mature seeds are the most poisonous. 

Significant poisoning can result in muscle paralysis and suffocation. 

 Using a herbicide to control poison hemlock is best done in its first year as a rosette, rather than 

when it is flowering and close to the end of its lifecycle.  When the plant is in late flower, mowing should 

set it back, prevent seed production, and possibly control it.  According to Timothy Abbey, Extension 

Educator, there are no pre-emergent herbicides to use against poison hemlock in ornamental set-

tings.  Post-emergents include: diquat, pelargonic acid, glyphosate (all are non-selective), and 2,4-D. The 

most effective approach is to treat the 1st year rosettes and not the larger, mature plant.  When using an 

herbicide to control and eradicate poison hemlock use an approved herbicide and always follow the label 

and safety instructions on that label.  

 To remove the weeds by pulling, wear rubber gloves and protective clothing and follow up with an 

herbicide to prevent future growth.  Hand-pulling of poison hemlock works best with young plants or 

small infestations in wet soils.  Mature plants should be dug up and removed.  Once the plant and its 

roots are extracted from the ground, place the plant into a plastic garbage bag and dispose of it into a 

trash receptacle.  Wash all clothing and tools after-

wards.  Do not attempt to compost poison hemlock as the 

poisons are persistent.  Even the use of weed trimmers 

needs to be conducted using precautions so that plant mate-

rial doesn’t come into contact with the body.   

 Identification and eradication of this plant wherever 

livestock and people could come in contact is important. 

Also, care should be taken when eradicating the plant to 

wear gloves and protective clothing. Contact with the skin 

has been known to cause irritation for some people.  For 

more information visit http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/

groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010237.pdf. 

Poison Hemlock 
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 Pennsylvania agriculture is under scrutiny for nutrient and sediment loading to the 

Chesapeake Bay, and Franklin County has been designated as one of the top four agricultural 

“polluters” in the state. If you apply manure to your crop fields, this is a good time to ask your-

self whether or not you have what you need to be in compliance with today’s manure manage-

ment regulations. 

 All operations utilizing manure have to implement and follow either a Manure Manage-

ment Plan (MMP), an Act 38 Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) or Nutrient Balance Sheets 

(NBSs). If you do not have any livestock of your own, but you are land-applying manure you re-

ceive from another operation, you are required to follow manure application rates in a MMP or 

the application rates from NBSs. 

 If you do have livestock, the type of plan you need will be determined by the number of 

animals on your operation (using Animal Equivalent Units– AEUs) and the acreage you have to 

land apply manure.  An AEU is defined as 1,000 pounds of live weight of any animal on an an-

nualized basis (i.e. the animal unites are adjusted for the proportion of time during the year 

that animals are present on the operation).  The operations designated as Concentrated Animal 

Operations (CAOs) or Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) are required to have an 

Act 38 NMP 

 If your Animal Equivalent Units per Acre are 2.0 or more, your operation will be desig-

nated as a CAO. If your operation is a CAO and your AEUs total 300, you will also be a CAFO. 

If the total AEUs on your operation add up to 1,000 (regardless of whether or not you are a 

CAO), your operation will be a CAFO. In addition to these two criteria for CAFOs, your opera-

tion also may be designated as a CAFO based on animal numbers alone. Here are some guide-

lines that will help livestock operations determine whether or not they are a CAFO: 

If your operation meets or exceeds the following thresholds, then it is a CAFO: 

700 mature dairy cows 

1,000 cattle (including, but not limited to heifers, steers, bulls and cow/calf pairs) 

2,500 swine, 55 lbs. or more 

10,000 swine, under 55 lbs. 

55,000 turkeys 

125,000 broilers, dry (does not use a liquid manure handling system) 

82,000 layers, dry 

5,000 ducks, wet (uses a liquid manure handling system) 

 Act 38 NMPs must be completed by a certified nutrient management specialist, while 

anyone can write MMPs (farmers, crop consultants, private plan writers, District employees, 

etc.). We understand that it can be overwhelming to complete a MMP on your own, so the Dis-

trict holds 2-3 MMP Workshops in January and February. Farmers can bring in their informa-

tion, work with the staff throughout the day and leave the workshop at the end of the day with 

a completed MMP. 

Are You in Compliance with Today’s Manure Management Regulations? 

Jennifer Bratthauar 
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 The Franklin County Conservation District is delegated to the Erosion and Sediment 

Control Program from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.  As part of 

the requirement of the delegation agreement, we review plans for earthmoving activities and we 

inspect sites to ensure the plans are being implemented.  For earth moving activities over 5,000 

sq. ft., a written plan is required indicating what best management practices will be used.  Dur-

ing the earthmoving process, the best management practices that are typically used are: rock 

construction entrances,  silt fence or filter socs, the seeding and stockpiles.  These BMPs are 

used on both residential and commercial sites.  During the stages of earth moving, these BMP’s 

need to be maintained to help prevent sediment laden runoff from leaving the project.  However, 

if an earthmoving project is over 1 acre, a federal construction permit is required.  The permit 

requires a plan to be developed by a consultant and will include post construction stormwater 

best management practices.  Such BMPs include: soil amendments (topsoil and compost mix-

ture), rain gardens, infiltration trenches, under ground detention facilities, stormwater basins– 

either an infiltration basin or wet pond type, dry wells, etc. 

 Once the earth moving is complete, the post construction stormwater BMPs are normally 

installed.  Careful excavation of these BMPs is needed to prevent over compaction of the BMP 

bottom elevations.  A licensed professional is required to have oversight of the construction of 

these BMPs so they can verify that the contractor has constructed the BMP as per design. 

 On residential developments, more and more homeowners are finding that they have one 

of these post construction BMPs on their property.  The homeowner is responsible for maintain-

ing the BMP for length of time that they own the property.  The responsibility will be passed on 

tp the next homeowner.  In some developments there are homeowner’s association which are 

responsible for the perimeter post construction BMPs as well.   

Erosion and Sediment Control versus Post Construction Stormwater 

Management 

Mary Ann Naugle 
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Examples of Post Construc-

tion Stormwater Manage-

ment BMPs 

Underground Post Construction 

Stormwater 

Parking Lot Runoff          

Filtration 

Rain Garden 



 It has been a busy spring for the program as we have had multiple projects completed 

over the last several months in Lurgan Township.  A few years ago, Lurgan Township submit-

ted a grant for the stabilization of a sheer bank between Oakdale Road and the Conodoguinet 

Creek.  This bank had been eroding for many years and had affected the base of the road caus-

ing potholes to form and the pavement to fail.  The first portion of the bank was stabilized in 

February of 2017 with a grant from the program and led to the township being able to stabilize 

a second segment of bank and fix the road base in early 2018 with a second grant they received. 

 

Oakdale Road Before 

 

Oakdale Road Bank Stabilization   Oakdale Road Base and Paving 

 The next round of funding has been approved by the State Conservation Commission for 

the program and we will receive $99,000 for low volume roads and $80,000 for dirt and gravel 

roads.  We will be accepting applications for this funding until September 7, 2018.  As always, 

your municipality must have an employee certified by the program by the application deadline 

in order to submit an application. 

Low Volume, Dirt and Gravel Road Program Update 

Scott Metzger 
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Franklin County Conservation District Holds its Annual First Grade Field Trip 

Jennifer Bratthauar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fifth annual Franklin County Conservation District First Grade Field Trip was held 

at Caledonia State Park on May 8th, 9th, 15th and 16th. This year’s field trip was once again a full

-day event with a variety of educational stations including agriculture, water quality, wildlife, 

dairy, forestry and a nature trail scavenger hunt. Approximately 680 first graders from 31 

classes across 13 different elementary schools attended. Even though it has been a rainy spring, 

we did not have to cancel any of our regularly scheduled days. 

 The Conservation District would not have been able to provide this opportunity for the 

first graders without the help of our local Penn State Extension Educators (4-H and Dairy) and 

some of our local Natural Resources Conservation Service employees. The students, teachers 

and presenters all felt that this field trip was worthwhile  

Water Quality/Macroinvertebrates Learning about Wildlife 

Greencastle 6th grade Eco Days  

Jennifer Bratthauar 

 In addition to the First Grade Field Trip, the Conservation District also provided water 

quality education for Greencastle School District’s sixth graders on May 4th. In order to provide 

a more hands-on experience, District staff collected macroinvertebrates from a stream with good 

water quality the day before so there was a large variety of “creatures” for everyone to see. 

Macroinvertebrates are organisms large enough to be seen with the naked eye that lack a spine 

and live in the water at some point in their life cycle. They are good indicators of water quality 

since some of them need high water quality to survive and some of them can survive in poor wa-

ter quality. After discussing why water quality is important and potential sources of water pol-

lution, we asked the students to complete a biotic index (requiring them to do some math!), 

which is a calculation used to help determine water quality. In order to complete the biotic in-

dex, the students had to use a key to identify the various macroinvertebrates. 
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 James Buchanan High School was the winner of the 

33rd  Annual Franklin County Envirothon held Wednes-

day, May 2nd at Cowans Gap State Park.  Members of the 

team were Bradley Mickley, Logan Rockwell, Megan 

Miller, David Clopper and Alec Urban.  Their team advisor 

was Jenna Ross.  The team represented our county at the 

state competition in May. 

 The Envirothon is an annual event designed to test 

the students' knowledge of the environment.  It is also de-

signed to increase their awareness of the interrelation-

ships that exist in the world and the effects on human actions of those interrela-

tionships.   

 Teams, consisting of five students per team, were given study materials during the win-

ter months to prepare.  During the Envirothon, students were tested on five environmental sub-

ject areas: aquatics, forestry, soils and land use, wildlife, and a current issue. This year's cur-

rent issue was "Grassland & Pastureland Management".  

 The second place team for the county was Chambersburg Area Senior High School Envi-

romaniacs.  Their advisors were Eddie Parsons and Janine Stottlemyer.  The Aquanauts 3.0 

from Waynesboro Area Senior High School took third place.  Team advisor was Catherine 

Myers. 

 Thank you to the PA Fish & Boat Commission, Penn State Extension, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, and the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for their 

assistance in making sure this event ran smoothly.   

 The Franklin County event was sponsored by Adams Electric Company, PA Envirothon 

Inc., HRG Inc., Frederick, Seibert & Associates, Chambersburg AMVETS Post 224, Volvo Con-

struction Equipment, Giant Food Store, Civil Planning & Design, the Mercersburg Lions Club 

and F&M Trust.   

2018 Franklin County Envirothon 

Danae Forney  

1st place-JBHS 

2nd place– CASHS 3rd Place– WASHS 
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 Chris Swartz began working for the Frank-

lin County Conservation District as an Ag Conser-

vation Technician on January 5, 2018. 

 After graduating from Penn State Univer-

sity, Chris worked for the Franklin County Crop 

Management Association, then Hydro-Kirby Agri 

Services in Lancaster, PA. For the past 20 years 

she and her family have operated Swartz’s Pump-

kin Patch in Arendtsville, Adams County. Her 

small family farm grew over 30 different types of 

fruits and vegetables which were marketed locally 

and at Farmers’ Markets in Baltimore, Washing-

ton, DC, and Gettysburg. 

 Chris brings a diverse experience of working with farm operations of all sizes and crop-

ping systems as well as animal types. Her responsibilities at the District include developing Ag 

Erosion and Sediment Control Plans, as well as reviewing Act 38 Nutrient Management Plans. 

 

 Thomas Swartz began working for the Franklin County Conservation District as an Ero-

sion and Sediment Control Technician on May 7, 2018. 

 Mr. Swartz graduated from Shippensburg University in May of 2016. During his time at 

Shippensburg University, Thomas played all four years for the university’s baseball team.  Fol-

lowing graduation, he worked with Aquatic Environment Consultants in Chambersburg as an 

intern, at the conclusion to his internship he worked with both Leidos Engineering and Skelly 

and Loy Environmental Consultants both as an Environmental Scientist. Mr. Swartz’s main du-

ties consisted of environmental field sampling, contractor oversight and Phase 1 environmental 

site assessments. Through the duration of his life, he has helped out significantly on his family’s 

farm in Pleasant Hall, Pennsylvania performing various farming related tasks. 

 During Mr. Swartz’s free time, he thoroughly enjoys archery hunting, fly fishing, and 

golfing. 

 Thomas brings solid work experience given 

his background with larger environmental firms 

as well as his history working on his family’s 

farm. His responsibilities within the district in-

clude implementing the delegated PA DEP’s Ero-

sion and Sediment Pollution Control Program 

and the National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

Permitting Program in Franklin County. 

 

 

New Faces at the District 
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2018 Golf Tournament 
Mary Ann Naugle & Danae Forney 

 The 12th annual Franklin County Conservation District Golf 

Tournament was held at Whitetail Golf Resort on June 1, 2018.  There 

were 16 teams and the winning team with a score of 61, was Marty 

Curfman, Bobby Curfman, Drew McGwin and Pete Selman.  All pro-

ceeds from the tournament supports the District’s environmental edu-

cation and scholarship programs.  To date, we have issued over 37 

scholarships and donations to local charities totaling over $19,000. 

 The tournament had several prize holes:  This year, Keystone Ford stepped up and pro-

vided 4 hole in one prizes.  A 2 year car lease, a $500 gift certificate for golf items; 2 airline tick-

ets within the US; and a set of Callaway Irons.  However, no golfers were lucky enough to make 

a hole in one.    

 The Franklin County Conservation District Board of Directors and Staff extend our 

thanks to those who chose to participate in our annual golf tournament 

and our sponsors who supported and donated to the District’s environ-

mental programs.  Also, we would like to thank the Whitetail Golf Resort 

and their staff for hosting the tournament.    

  Quinn Hartung started working for the Franklin County Conservation District as 

an Ag Resource Specialist on May 7, 2018. 

 After graduating from Bloomsburg University 

of Pennsylvania with a B.S. in Environmental Geo-

science, Quinn worked with Montour County Conser-

vation District for over a year. He worked on a variety 

of tasks for the MCCD including, Manure Manage-

ment Plans, Ag E&S Plans, stream habitat struc-

tures, Ag BMPs, and Chesapeake Bay visits, as well 

as working with Practice Keeper for the Bay Pro-

gram. He also worked with Capital RC&D conducting 

cover crops surveys in numerous counties across the 

state. 

 Quinn brings a wide variety of experiences 

both from his time at Montour County Conservation District and his time studying at Blooms-

burg University. His responsibilities include writing Agricultural Erosion and Sedimentation 

Plans and Manure Management Plans in addition to installing Agricultural BMPs. 

New Faces At The District Continued 



Page 11 Conservation Times 

Updating Mailing List 

 The Conservation District is once again looking to update our mailing list.  Our newslet-

ter is now available digitally, we encourage you to provide your e-mail address below, if you 

would like to receive it digitally.  If you fall into one of the categories listed below, please fill out 

the information below and send the form to the Conservation District (185 Franklin Farm Lane, 

Suite 201, Chambersburg, PA 17202) or respond by email to dforney@franklinccd.org 

 

Check all that apply and fill out form 

 Address Change (Please include previous address)    Would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail 

 

 Remove  Name from Newsletter Mailing List                                                            Add Name to Newsletter Mailing  List  

 

  New Information     Previous Information 

Name _________________________________________   __________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________   __________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________   __________________________________________________ 

 

    E-mail:_________________________________________ 

  

 

 For over 60 years, the Franklin County Conservation District has been actively assisting 

county residents conserve our soils and protecting the quality of our waters. 

 Over the years, our assistance depends on funds from the County and State government 

and donations from local citizens and businesses.  

 We rely on these funds to provide vital programs for our county residents.   

 Your donation will help us provide educational materials and technical assistance to 

landowner’s efforts to conserve our natural resources.  Your donation will also allow us to con-

tinue providing the county's school children with education on our environment and natural   

resources 

 Help us achieve our goals by sending a contribution to the Franklin County Conservation 

District, 185 Franklin Farm Lane, Chambersburg, PA 17202. 

 Upon receipt of your check (made payable to FCCD) of $25 or more, a certificate will be 

mailed to you.  

Affiliate Membership Program 
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Suite 201 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 

Franklin County 
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Phone: 717-264-5499 
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Dennis Musser, Farmer Director 

Paul Witter, Farmer Director 
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July 4– Office Closed 

July 9– Board Meeting 

July 25– Registration 

Deadline—Farm Tour 

August 1– Summer 

Farm Tour 

August 13- Board 

Meeting 

September 3– Office 

Closed  

September 10 – Board 

Meeting 

October 8– Office 

Closed 

October 15– Board 

Meeting 

November 5– Board 

Meeting 

November 12– Office 

Closed 

Dave Stoner, Manager 

717-264-5499, extension 103 

Scott Metzger, Asst. Manager/Ag Resource Specialist 

717-264-5499, extension 102 

Danae Forney, Administrative Assistant/Sec.-Treasurer 

717-264-5499, extension 101 

Tammy Piper, Watershed Specialist/Act 38 Technician 

717-264-5499, extension 104 

Jennifer Bratthauar, Ag Conservation Technician 

717-264-5499, extension 105 

Chris Swartz, Ag Conservation Technician 

717-264-5499, extension 106 

Mary Ann Naugle, Resource Conservationist 

717-264-5499, extension 107 

Thomas Swartz, E&S  Technician 

717-264-5499, extension 109 

Quinn Hartung, Ag Resource Specialist 

717-264-5499, extension 113 
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