
What do I need to Know?

Apply as soon as possible! Grants are 

reviewed and approved on a first-come, 

first–served basis.  Funds are usually gone 

three months after the grant opening.  

Don't wait!

The applicant must be the small business 

owner. The small business owner will 

receive payment upon project completion.

The grant matches 50% of the materials.  
By working with a for-profit or non-profit 
advisor, they will be able to direct or assist 
you in finding other funding opportunities 
to match the balance.  Other funding 
sources include grants from the USDA, 
NRCS, FSA, Federally-funded DCNR 
grants, or non-profit organization grants.  
Matching dollars cannot be from other 
Commonwealth sources.

You can do multiple projects.  More than 

one project can be done on one 

application.  For example, you can install 

fencing and buffer plantings on a single 

application. Projects on non-contiguous 

land parcels can be on one application.  

Combined projects are subject to the 

$9,500 grant maximum.

Other Energy Saving or Pollution 

Prevention Projects.  You may have other 

projects you want to consider, such as 

upgrading the lighting in your dairy barn, 

or replace old, inefficient motors or 

pumps.  Consult the Guidelines of the 

Small Business Advantage Grant to see if 

your project is eligible.

How do I Apply? 

Visit the Small Business Advantage Grant 
webpage at www.dep.pa.gov. Please review 
the 2018 Grant Guidelines for complete rules 
on applicant and project eligibility.

If funding is available for the 2018-19 fiscal 
year, the program may open in late July.  
Watch the website for the opening.
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How Do I Move Forward?

Identify one or more opportunities on your 

farm to prevent soil erosion, runoff from 

entering a stream, or a storm water diversion.

Work with your conservation district, a non-

profit organization, or a private contractor to 

develop a plan for the project, or develop the 

plan yourself.

Obtain material quotes for the costs of the 

proposed project.  
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What is the Small Business 
Advantage Grant?

Beginning in 2004, the Department of 

Environmental Protection began offering 

Small Business Advantage Grants to small 

businesses to acquire equipment or adopt 

processes to cut energy consumption or 

reduce pollution generated by their business 

operations.

How Much Money is Available?

$1,000,000 is available for all projects. The 

maximum grant award for natural resource 

protection projects is $9,500.  The grants 

match up to 50% of the equipment/material 

costs.  Eligible applications are awarded on a 

first-come, first–served basis until all funds are 

used.

Who is Eligible?

Pennsylvania-based small businesses (farms) 

with fewer than 100 full time equivalent 

employees.

Must be a for-profit business and be taxed as a 

for-profit business in Pennsylvania, and be 

appropriately registered with the Pennsylvania 

Department of State.

Who is Not Eligible?

Non-profits, tax exempt organizations, 

churches, conservation districts, local 

governments or municipal organizations.

Applicants with current environmental 

violations.

What Projects are Eligible? 

Applications for natural resource 
conservation projects will be accepted 
for the following three types of projects:

Forested/Grass Riparian Buffer 

Plantings 

Eligible costs include trees, shrubs/plants, 

stakes, tree tubes, grass seed mix, and 

weed mats.  Plantings may be income 

producing vegetation, and are permitted 

to be harvested for sale. 

 

Streambank Exclusionary Fencing 

Eligible costs include posts, high tensile 

fence wire, associated hardware, 

energizer, off-stream water trough (if 

access has been excluded), and related 

materials for trough construction.  

Troughs are only eligible with installation 

of new fencing. 

Agriculture/Barnyard Runoff Control 

Eligible projects include rotation grazing 

management fencing, and storm water 

diversion. Eligible costs include: fencing 

for precision rotation grazing 

management, posts, and associated 

hardware; barn rain gutters, downspouts 

and related conveyance pipes.  

All projects must be able to quantify the 
reduction of nitrogen, phosphorus and 
sediment loads reaching the receiving 
waterway. We can assist you with 
calculating these amounts.

Since its inception, the Small Business 

Advantage Grant program has assisted 

thousands of small businesses in installing 

advanced lighting, high efficiency HVAC or 

boilers, and other equipment to increase 

their competitiveness, cut their expenses, 

and reduce their environmental impact.

This year, the program has been expanded 

to include natural resource conservation 

projects in the agricultural sector.  Projects 

which prevent soil erosion or decrease 

sediment/nutrient runoff into nearby 

streams are now eligible for funding.


